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In a notice on p. 48 will be found a statement 
of the objects and work of the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade having special regard to 
the transfer to the Board of Trade of the Imperial 
Institute. The main office of the Branch is at present 
at No. 50, Parliament Street, 8.W., with a temporary 
enquiry office at 49, Eastcheap, E.C., the City Branch of 
the Imperial Institute. Both these Offices, however, will 
be closed shortly, due notice being given of the exact date, 
and the whole of the work of the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch (in which that of the former Commercial Intelligence 
Department of the Imperial Institute as well as that of its 
City Branch has been merged) will then be carried on at 


the new Offices to be opened at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. iv. of the advertisements, 
and a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and 
the Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of 
the Reports issued by the Colonial Office on pp. 46-7. 


A note of specially interesting subjects dealt with in 
the Trade Reports published by the Foreign Office since 
the last number of the * Board of Trade Journal,” and 
a note of reports issued by the Colonial Office during 
the same period, will be found on pp. 44-9. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: WAR OFFICE. 


Sealed tenders for the supply of bread, flour, live cattle and. meat 

Bread. Flour for military services, during six months, from 

Live Cattle. and the Ist June, 1904, will be received until 

Dead Meat 12 noon, on the following dates:—Meat and 

' live cattle tenders, on Wednesday, 27th April, 

1904; bread and flour tenders, on Friday, 29th April, 1904, by 
the officers in charge of the undermentioned Districts :— 
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Scottish District, Edinburgh; North-Eastern District, York ; 
North-Western District, Chester; Western District, Devonport ; 
Southern District, Portsmouth; South-Eastern District, Dover; 
Salisbury Plain District, Tidworth House, Andover; Hastern 
District, Colchester; Thames District, Chatham ; Woolwich Dis- 
trict, Woolwich ; Home District, 23, Carlton House Terrace, S.W. ; 
Aldershot District, Aldershot ; Guernsey and Alderney, Guernsey ; 
Jersey, Jersey ; Belfast District, Belfast ; Dublin District, Curragh 
Camp ; Cork District, Cork. 

Forms of tender and conditions of contracts may be obtained on 
application at. the above-named District Head Quarter Offices, by 
letter addressed to the Officer Commanding, Army Service Corps, 
or in person between the hours of 10 and 4 o’clock. 

The tenders must be properly filled up, signed and dated; and 
no tenders will be noticed unless delivered upon the proper form, 
in time, at the above-named District Offices, under sealed envelope, 
marked “Tender” on the outside. 


RUSSIA. 


A communication has been received at the Board of Trade from 
the British Commercial Agent at Moscow, 
notifying that requests have been made to him 
for the names and addresses of manufacturers 
of the following articles :— 

Printers’ stones, with photo-lithos for coloured 
printing in three or four colours. 

Dry paint, in paper sheets, used by bookbinders for colouring 
stamped type. 

Sheepskin (leather), dyed, for purse and bag making. 

Metallic framework for umbrellas. (The firm replying should 
be one specially working for export, and able to compete with the 
big Rhine firms in Russia. ) 

Paper collars and cuffs (of which there is a very large consump- 
tion in Russia, a Leipzig firm mainly supplying the demand). 

Folding wooden‘length measures, four feet, with English, French 
and Russian equivalents thereon. 

Communications on the subject of the foregoing enquiries should 
be addressed to Mr. Henry Cooke, British Commercial Agent in 
Russia, 7, Malaia Dmitrovka, Moscow. 





Enquiries for 
Names of 
Manufacturers of 
certain Articles. 


In a recent report, H.M. Consul-General at: Odessa states that the 
most considerable British import into that port 
Agregiare! |. ig agricultural machinery. ‘British firms er 
Machinery make harvesters light enough to suit Russian 

at Odessa and draught animals, but the price is considerably 
Been. higher than that of similar machines made in 

the United States of America. On the formation of the syndicate 
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RUSS|A—continued. 


of principal American makers: in 1902 the prices were brought 
down,’ and reduced a:further 10. per cent. in 1903. The best 
‘American 6-foot binder with bundle carrier is.sold at Odessa retail ‘at 
840 r., a 54-foot reaper at 175 r.,.a 5-foot mower at.140 r. The 
last’ named is the only instrument which pays duty. . 
The:terms of payment demanded by British and German firms— 
taking a sale of 6,000 r. worth of agricultural machinery—are 
arranged to fall as follows :— 





Amount, 





British, German. 





Roubles. Roubles, 











At once (sales are generally in June) ... se oni 2,000 » . §00 
After first harvest ... eee aa on oad node 2,000 1,500 
» second harvest bit sha oté obi = 2,000 2,000 

», third harvest... ove one pes ese oes ~- 2,000 
Total... ape on ace ove 6,000 6,000 





In another part of his report, the Consul-General remarks that 
the agricultural machinery industry of Odessa has made noticeable 
progress, but the increase is to be attributed to the growth of one 
or at most two firms, the rest having remained stationary or ceased 
operations. The number of factories has fallen from five to three, 
one large firm having closed its works. As before, the principal 
item turned out consisted of ploughs, while some reapers were also 
manufactured. Except in regard to the manufacture of ploughs, 
Russian firms are unprogressive, and this allows scope for foreign 
enterprise, and foreign firms (British, American, German) hold the 
field. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,128.) 

H.M. Consul at Kieff reports that there was a great demand 
for agricultural machinery in 1902, and in steam threshing sets so 
far as that district is concerned. The United Kingdom did 
the largest trade. It is also satisfactory to note that at the 
district agricultural exhibition, held at Berditscheff during the 
autumn of 1902, where most of the Continental makers of steam 
sets were exhibitors, the highest possible award for steam sets, viz., 
the “ Diplome d’Honneur,” was awarded to a British firm. Never- 
theless, the German makers of steam threshing machinery are 
gradually forcing their way in this branch of trade, and although 
their steam threshing machinery cannot yet be said to equal what 
the British maker puts upon the Russian market, the willingness 
of the Germans to grant easier conditions of payment greatly aids 
them-in the extension of their trade. German makers now extend 
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- RUSS [A—continued. 


their payments for steam sets over three and four years, and so 
long as they possess plenty of capital, enjoy favourable banking 
facilities and deal with honest, trustworthy buyers, this system 
cannot exactly be condemned. It is much easier for a farmer to 
spread his investment in a steam threshing set over three or four 
years, even allowing for the 8 per cent. of yearly interest he pays, 
than to be compelled to pay the same amount within one-and-a- 
half to two years as generally demanded by the British maker. 
Besides, given good harvests, the farmer, although he has contracted 
for long credit, in order to save the heavy interest, often pays off 
the full amount of his debt after the first or second harvest, and 
in this way the German maker who originally agreed to the long 
term of credit, actually often comes out on a general margin of 
credit not exceeding the hard and fast rule laid down by the 
British maker; but with this material difference, that the German 
maker has the opportunity of doing the biggest trade, because his 
original conditions of payment were more acceptable to the buyer. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,128.) 


NETHERLANDS. 


A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade from H.M. 
a Consul at Amsterdam, reporting that on 
me eMaterial, Wednesday, 27th April, 1904, the Netherlands 
way Maveria". Minister for the Colonies will receive tenders 
for the supply of the following material :— 
Contract 351.-—384 tons of steel rails. 
M 10.—3,450 tons of steel! rails, with appurtenances. 
N 10.—Light rails, with appurtenances. 
O 10.—Ten bridges. 
»  P10— 
sf Q 10.— > Railway material. 
» K10— 
Particulars can be obtained from Mart Nyhoff, at the Hague, on 
payment of :— 





33 


bP 





Contracts N 10, P 10, g 10,R10_ ... 50 ct. (10d.) each. 
Contract 351 . we , oe. 2 CO) 
ie 10 rib oe ... 2 fi. (88. 4d.) ,, 
i... a sal - ... 9 fl. (15s.) ‘ 
BELGIUM. 


The ‘‘ Neue Hamburgische Bérsen-Halle ” of 26th March, contains 
k a notification to the effect that tenders are 

, in eee invited for the construction of a new dry dock 
Construction. &c. at Ostend. The estimated cost is 120,000. : 


a deposit of 12,000/. is required to qualify any tender. Tenders, 
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addressed to the ‘“ Direction du Service Spécial de la Céte, 1, 
Square Stéphanie, Brussels,” will be received up to the 24th July, 
1904. Specifications &c,, price 4d., and plans, price 5s. 3d., may 
be obtained from “ 15, Rue des Augustins, Bruxelles.” 


FRANCE. 


The following information relative to electric tramways and 
electric power in and near Nice is extracted 
from the annual report of the United States 
Vice-Consul at that place :— 
— 7 wesaed Electric tramways :— lhe communities on the 
aaa lines which have already been decided upon by 
the authorities are clamouring for the beginning of work, but 
there does not seem to be much anxiety on the part of 
outsiders to take up the different concessions, while local elements 
are altogether lacking in the necessary initiative for such enter- 
prises, although there are several such lines which would be good 
paying investments if properly built and managed. 

Electric Power.—A group of financiers has in hand a project for 
the building of an electric-power plant in the upper Roya Valley. 
They claim that the high prices charged by the existing company 
render the general use of electric power impossible. They further 
claim that this results from the high initial cost of the works and 
that the latest discoveries and systems will greatly reduce this 
_ cost. As the existing gas and electric power company has a 
monopoly until 1913, the new group intends to begin operations 
by furnishing Mentone. 





Electric 
Tramway and 





PORTUGAL. 


The “ Diario do Governo ” of 29th March contains a notice calling 
for tenders, which will be opened on the 18th 
Platform Bridge. May next in the Sessions Hall of the Council 
of Administration of State Railways (Ministry 
of Public Works Building), for the construction of a platform 
bridge at Barreiro. The terms of the competition and the table of 
requirements are on view in the secretariat of the council named. 


The same ‘ Diario” contains a notice calling for tenders, which 
will be opened at 1 p.m. on 30th April, in the 

Metal Bridge. | Directorate of the Minho and Douro State 
Railways in Companha (Oporto), for the supply 

of the metal body for the bridge of the Tanha, on the Railway 
from Regua to Villa Real. A provisional deposit of 350 milreis 
(or about 581.) is required to qualify any tender. This indicates a 
total cost of 14,000 milreis (or about 2,330/.). The conditions of 
competition and table of requirements may be seen in the secre- 
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tariat ,of the Construction. Service cf the Directorate named, at 
No. 106, Rua da Estacao, Oporto. 

The “Diario” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
ot Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





SPAIN. 


With reference to the announcement which appeared on p. 585 of 

Hemp Cables and the oy Board of Trade Journal” of 3lst March, 

C it is to be observed that the ‘“ Gaceta de 

weangS Madrid ” of 30th idem contains a notice fixing 

the 25th April, at half-past twelve, as the time for opening tenders 
for the supply of hemp cables and cordage for the Ferrol Arsenal. 


The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” of the 3lst March contains a Royal 
Purbhsee of Order authorising the Minister of Marine to 
iehiceaiattiin acquire, without the formalities of calling for 

tenders, artillery cartridges and material re- 
quisite for submarine defences for the service of the navy under 
the extraordinary credit granted by the law of the 14th idem. 


The same “ Gaceta” contains a Royal Order authorising the 
Minister of Agriculture to acquire, without the 
Insecticides. formalities of calling for tenders, the supply of 
insecticides and other articles necessary for 

combating the locust plague. 


The same “ Gaceta” contains a Royal Order approving the plan 
Water Suvvl for a dam and aqueduct to draw water from the 
seneaine P'Y River Guadalix and carry it to the Isabel II. 
Works S Canal, for the supply of water to Madrid, at an 
° estimated cost of 648,862 pesetas (or about 

18,5391.) ; also the execution of the works by private contract. 


The same “ Gaceta” contains a notice calling for tenders, which 
will be opened at 11 a.m. on 11th May, in 
ame Bedstead == the Directorate of the Central Establishment 
_— for administration of military services, at the 
‘‘Doks” Barracks, Madrid, for the supply of 4,000 complete iron 
frames for the barrack bedstead “ Areba” model, at the upset 
price of 25 pesetas (or about 14s. 3d.) each frame. A provisional 
deposit of 5 per cent. of the amount of the contract at the upset 
price is required to qualify any tender. 


The “Gacetas” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10-a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p-m.). 
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ITALY. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
Consul at Palermo, reporting that in order to 
encourage local industrial enterprise, the Muni- 
cipality of Catania has decided to award a 
aed bow - premium of 2,000/. to any new Industry which 

mnrees2 is established at Catania and employing not 
less than 100 workmen, or individuals, daily. Such an industry 
which increases its employed shall receive 1,000/. for each batch of 
50 individuals so employed in excess of the first 100. The pre- 
miums are payable at the end of the year, and in five equal instal- 
ments. The Municipality reserves the right by ordinary or 
extraordinary visits to satisfy itself as to the bona fides of the 
claims put forth. Any decrease in the numbers of the employed 
after the first year, or later, shall cause the forfeiture of the 
premiums due. 

The Municipality of Catania is further considering the return to 
Exporters of 60 per cent. of any Municipal Octroi rates which 
may have been paid on goods re-exported ; and also proposes ether 
advantages for materials imported for manufacturing purposes. 

Application for further and full particulars should be addressed 
to the Municipality of Catania direct. 


Premium for 
Institution of a 


A recent issue of the United States Advance Sheets of Consular 
Reports states that the Italian Navy Depart- 
aKlewed-to ment has just given notice that in future 
Compete in Ital foreign firms will be allowed to compete in all 

P + contracts for armour plates and naval supplies, 


as the Tariff affords the home industry the necessary protection. 


PERU. 


Adverting to the announcement which appeared in the “ Board of 

Railwa. Trade Journal ” of 3rd March, p. 396, respecting 
Construct; y a 3 call for tenders by the Peruvian Government, 
ery ore ane for the construction and working of the pro- 

Weemang: jected railway between Lima and Pisco, the 
Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy of a 
telegram from H.M. Minister at Lima notifying that the limit of 
time up to which tenders will be accepted has been extended to 


14th July. 


Referring to the announcement on pp. 396-7 of the “ Board of 
Rail Trade Journal ” of the 3rd March, it may be of 

ooh 4 interest to note that “‘ E] Peruano” (the “ Diario 
Construction. §— Oficial ” ‘of Peru) of 14th January, contains a 
report of the ‘“‘ Comision de Obras Publicas” on the railways alluded 
to in the said announcement. This report expresses the opinion 


Foreign Firms 
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PERU — continued. 


that the plan of the Executive Government should be adopted, with 
the modifications introduced in it by the ‘“‘ Comision Principal de 
Hacienda,” together with the following :— 

1. To give full power to the Executive to determine, after 
technical studies have been made, the route by which the railway 
from La Oroya, or Cerro de Pasco, should take to a navigable point 
in the East, taking as a terminus the source of the Pachitea. 

2. To give similar power to the Government to finish the 
important work of uniting the capital with the eastern regions of 
the country, executing the contracts that may be necessary for 
this purpose, taking into account the greatest advantages which 
these may severally offer to the Republic. 

3. To leave (with reference to the minority report below) as a 
limit of the subvention with which the Government should con- 
tribute to help the constructing companies the following figure: 
30 per cent. for the railway to the river region ; 15 per cent. for 
that from Sicuani to El Cuzco, and 20 per cent. for that from La 
Oroya to Huancayo, upon the amounts of the respective estimates. 

A minority report is also given which proposes :— 

1. From the present year to vote, as an annual grant, 160,000. 
to be applied as follows year by year, 

(a) To guarantee 6 per cent. interest on the capital of the 
undertaking which may construct a railway between a point on 
the line from La Oroya to El Cerro de Pasco and a port of the river 
Pachitea. 

(b) To the construction of highways of a gradient suitable for 
automobiles applying 3,000/. annually for each department. 

2. The vote for railways and roads, &., to be included 
automatically in the ordinary budget. 

3. The Executive Power to be authorised to organise a corps of 
engineers and other specialists, charged with the studies and draw- 
ing plans, as well as with the inspection and supervision of 
everything relative to the service of railways, rates, &c. 

4. Prior to the execution of the works, studies should be made 
and the plans and estimates approved, as well as the bases of the 
construction contract fixed. 


BRAZIL. 


The “ Diario Official” of Brazil of 2nd March contains a copy of 
an the instruction approved by the Ministry of 
hy Industry, Transport and Public Works for the 
ces study and construction of works against the 

effects of drought in the State of Rio Grande do Norte. 


The “ Diario” containing the above notice may be seen by 
those interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.). 
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ARGENTINA. 


The ‘ Boletin Oficial” of Argentina of 13th February contains 
copy of the Law, No. 4,801, authorising the 
Bridge Building. executive Government to construct, directly or 
by means of private enterprise, in accordance 
with the existing laws, a very large number of bridges and roads 
throughout the Republic. Among the former may be named the 
bridge crossing the Riachuelo de Barracas in continuation of the 
Avenida in Buenos Aires, at a cost of 300,000 dols. (national cur- 
rency); a bridge over the River Colorado in el Paso Morales, 
100,000 dols. (national currency); a light cart road bridge over 
the River Corrientes between Santillan passage and the crossing of 
the river by the railway line, 540,000 dols. (national currency) ; 
construction of a cart road bridge over the River Mendoza at 
Palmira, 250,000 dols. (national currency). 


The same ‘“ Boletin” contains a copy of a decree authorising the 

Directorate-General of ‘‘ Obras de Salubridad ” 

Water Works. to carry out by administration the work of pro- 

viding drinking water to the town of Jesus 

Maria, in the province of Cordoba, in accordance with the plan 

approved; the estimate amounting to 46,322 dols. (national 
currency ). 


The “ Boletin Oficial” of 25th February contains a decree 

approving plans, which have been drawn up by 

Dredging, &c. the Argentine Direction of Hydraulic Works, 

for the canalisation of the River Gualeguay from 

the port of Ruiz to its confluence with the Pavon. This work, the 

estimated cost of which is 142,753 dols. currency (about 12,5001.) 
will be undertaken by the Department referred to. 


The *‘ Boletin Oficial” of 1st March contains a decree authorising 

tenders to be invited for the supply of twelve 

Rolling Stock. mixed locomotives, 100 closed waggons and 100 

open trucks for the Central Northern Railway 

of Argentina, in accordance with plans and conditions drawn up 
by the Direction of Ways of Communication. 


The “ Boletins” containing the above notices may be seen 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 
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FORTHCOMING EXHIBITION. 
SPAIN. 


Adverting to the notice published on p. 348 of the “Board of 
Trade Journal” of 25th February, respecting 


Houitural the forthcoming Agricultural Exhibition at 
Exhibition at P.. «Pa. 
Sendoba: Cordoba, attention is directed to the paragraph 


noted at p. 602 of the issue of the “ Journal ” 
for the 3lst March with regard to the free admission into Spain 
of agricultural machines for the exhibition. 

It may also be of interest to note that according to the ‘* Diario 
de Cérdoba,” German agricultural machinery will be taken from, 
and brought back to Hamburg, at reduced rates of freight. 





OFFICIAL NOTICE RELATING TO THE PATENTS 
ACT, 1902. 


GRANT OF COMPULSORY LICENCES. 


Representations having been made to the Board of Trade that the 
public are unaware of the provisions of Section 3 of the Patents 
Act, 1902, it has been thought desirable to give further official 
notice to the public of those provisions, which are as follows :— 

Section 22 of the principal Act (relating to the grant of com- 
pulsory licences by the Board of Trade) is hereby repealed, and 
the following provisions shall be substituted therefor :— 

1. Any person interested may present a petition to the Board of 
Trade alleging that the reasonable requirements of the public with 
respect to a patented invention have not been satisfied, and praying 
for the grant of a compulsory licence, or, in the alternative, for the 
revocation of the patent. 

2. The Board of Trade shall consider the petition, and if the 
parties do not come to an arrangement between themselves, the 
Board of Trade, if satisfied that a primd facie case has been made 
out, shall refer the petition to the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council, and, if the Board are not so satisfied, they may dismiss 
the petition. © 

3. Where any such petition is referred by the Board of Trade to 
the Judicial Committee, and it is proved to the satisfaction of the 
Judicial Committee that the reasonable requirements of the public 
with reference to.the patented invention have not been satisfied, 
the patentee may be ordered by an Order in Council to grant 
licences on such terms as the said Committee may think just, or, if 
the Judicial Committee are of opinion that the reasonable require- 
ments of the public will not be satisfied by the grant of licences, 
the patent may be revoked by Order in Council. 
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Provided that no order of revocation shall be made before the 
expiration of three years from the date of the patent, or if the 

atentee gives satisfactory reasons for his default. 

4. On the hearing of any petition under this section the patentee 
and any person claiming an interest in the patent as. exclusive 
licensee or otherwise, shall be made parties to the proceeding, and 
the law officer or such other counsel as he may appoint shall be 
entitled to appear and be heard ; 

5. If it is proved to the satisfaction of the Judicial Committee 
that the patent is worked or that the patented article is manufac- 
tured exclusively or mainly outside the United Kingdom, then, 
unless the patentee can show that the reasonable requirements of 
the public have been satisfied, the petitioner shall be entitled either 
to an order for a compulsory licence or, subject to the above proviso, 
to an order for the revocation of the patent; 

6. For the purposes of this section the reasonable requirements 
of the public shall not be deemed to have been satisfied if, by 
reason of the default of the patentee to work his patent or to 
manufacture the patented article in the United Kingdom to an 
adequate extent, or to grant licences on reasonable terms, (a) any 
existing industry or the establishment of any new industry is 
unfairly prejudiced, or (b) the demand for the patented article is 
not reasonably met. 

7. An Order in Council directing the grant of any licence under 
this section shall, without prejudice to any other method of 
enforcement, operate as if it were embodied in a deed granting a 
licence and made between the parties to the proceeding. 

8. His Majesty in Council may make rules of procedure and 
practice for regulating proceedings before the Judicial Committee 
under this section, and, subject thereto, such proceedings shall be 
regulated according to the existing procedure and practice in 
patent matters. Any Order in Council or any order made by the 
Judicial Committee under this Act may be enforced by the High 
Court as if it were an Order of the High Court. 

9. The costs of and incidental to all proceedings under this 
section shall be in the discretion of the Judicial Committee, but in 
awarding costs on any application for the grant of a licence, the 
Judicial Committee may have regard to any previous request for, 
or offer of, a licence made either before or after the application to 
the Committee. 

10. For the purposes of this section three members of the 
Judicial Committee shall constitute a quorum. 

11. This section shall apply to patents granted before as well as 
after the commencement of this Act. 

It is to be observed that whereas the other sections of the Act 
will not come into force until such time as the Board of Trade may 
direct, this section came into force on the passing of the Act, 1.e., 
on the 18th of December, 1902. 
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BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Odessa—H.M. Consul-General at Odessa, in his Commercial 
Report for 1902, writes:—“I am not sanguine as to any great 
increase of British exports to Russia. To exporters who wish to 
try their luck I would say that the only really certain way of 
knowing whether there is an opening for some spevial ware is to 
come and look. There may sometimes be a reason, which the 
Consul can give, that may make their introduction hopeless, but 
often so much depends on some slight modification to suit local 
tastes, or on just improving a little on the quality, or cheapness 
(especially the latter), of the goods which already hold the market, 
that no one can really judge of the possibilities except one who 
understands what he can do and for what price; and, most of all, 
what terms of payment he can accept, for the terms customary in 
Odessa are not what British merchants often like to take. 

‘‘ British travellers, whether principals or agents, visit Odessa 
but rarely, and visit my office still more rarely. I do not think I 
see one oftener than once in six months. I have always looked on 
this as a great misfortune, for if I saw more of these gentlemen my 
knowledge, experience and powers of giving good advice to others 
would be correspondingly increased. 

“TI often receive inquiries from the United Kingdom, asking for 
names of trustworthy dealers in one commodity or another. As 
regards names, firms might often save time by consulting the lists 
of commercial houses in the different towns of my district which 
are at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 
As regards trustworthiness, I do not think that it isalways understood 
that it is no part of a Consular official’s duty to give opinions as to 
respectability or solvency of individuals or firms.” (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 3,128.) 


Nantes.—In his recent report to the Foreign Office (Annual 
Series, 3,130), H.M. Consul at Nantes points out that the prospects 
of British trade in that district are not improving, nor, he adds, 
can they be expected to do so in the face of the existing protective 
duties, which are too high to allow any hope of doing business at 
remunerative rates in any articles which are now made in France, 
and this means nearly everything for which there is sufficient 
demand to be worth while making. 

There are just a few articles which may scrape through under 
favourable circumstances to a limited amount, but the profit is so 
small as not to make it worth while to go to the trouble and expense 
of sending them over, and it must be a very experienced man who 
can take the risk of delivering the insignificant orders obtainable, 
cost, carriage and duty paid as he must do, when the margin is 80 
narrow that the least miscalculation is sufficient to turn his profit 
into a loss. 
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MINERAL PRODUCTION OF CANADA IN 1908. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the High Com- 
missioner for Canada, a preliminary summary of the “aliew 
production of Canada laet year, from which the following 
particulars have been taken. For purposes of comparison, the 
corresponding figures for the year 1902 have been added :— 





























4 
| 1902. 1903. 
Product. ~ 7 
| Quantity. | Value. Quantity. Value. 
Metallic— | Dols. Dols. 
Copper - aia we» Lbs, |89,168,202 | 4,553,695 (43,281,158 | 5,728,261 
Gold, Yukon ne ia jen — 14,500,000 — 12,250,000 
»  allother... 6,241,245 —_ 6,584,490 
Iron ore (exports)... .. Tonst | 428,901 | 1,065,019 368,233 922,571 
*Pig-iron from Canadian ore » | 91,665 | 1,043,011 42,052 707,838 
Lead oe rn ... Lbs. |23,000,000 935,870 |18,000,000 762,660 
Ee ee 10,693,410 | 5,025,903 {12,505,510 | 5,002,204 
MS oa. ue ae | 4.373,000 | 2,280,957 | 3,182,000 | 1,700,779 
Zinc... wes eas Per Lita. 166,700 ~—s- 8 068 900,000 48,600 
Total value... eee ose a 35,653,768 — 33,707,403 
Non-Metallic— 
Actinolite ... bee ... Tonst 550 4,400 550 3,108 
Areenic..... - we igg 800 48,000 257 15,420 
Asbestus (exports) ie ly 31,779 | 1,191,338 31,780 891,033 
Asbestic ... - er 8,662 12,114 10,548 13,819 
Chromite ... abe sear indit 900 12,400 3,383 33,830 
Coal... uns on i 7,639,255 |15,538,611 | 7,996,634 {15,957,946 
Coke ie - . 506,466 | 1,538,930 544,132 | 1,663,725 
Corundunm ... we — ff 768 84,468 |no returns. 
Felspar __.... odd 45 8 7,576 11,375 13,228 18,066 
Fireclay ... abe dhe tt hi 2,741 4,283 2,317 2,505 
Graphite ... on hom, ae 1,095 28,300 738 23,745 
Grindstones - | 6,159 48,400 5,538 48,302 
Gypsum ... F od OTE 332,045 356,317 307,489 384,259 
Limestone for flux ie oa 293,108 218,809 277,452 259,244 
Manganese ore ... nats af oi 84 2,774 135 1,889 
Mica sate = ie ae | a 400,000 — 159,473, 
Mineral pigments— 
Baryta ... ion what tay 1,096 8,957 1,163 3,931 
Ochres ... see i a 4,955 30,495 6,226 32,440 
Mineral water... a= mv ~- 100,000 — 100,000 
Moulding sand ... .-. Tonsf 13,352 27,651 3,568 7,256 
Natural gas on tes pet — 195,992 os 168,900 
Peat... - nd ... Tonst 475 1,663 1,100 3,300 
Petroleum ... dee ... Bris. 521,485 934,740 461,336 922,672 
Phosphate ... me ... Tonst 856 4,953 1,329 8,214 
Pyrites ies oa ee 35,616 138,939 33,530 126,133 
Salt... uh oie oat tt 63,056 288,581 53,537 334,088 
Talc... _ _- me in 689 1,804 688 2,064 
Tripolite... en eee 900 15,800 835 16,700 
| 








* The total production of pig-iron in Canada in 1903, from Canadian and 
imported ores amounted to 297,885 tons, valued at 3,742,710 dols, of which it is 
estimated 42,052 tons, valued at 707,838 dols., should be attributed to Canadian 
ore and 255,833 tons, valued at'3,034,872 dols., to the ore imported. 

+ The ton used is that of 2,000 lbs. 
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Mineral Productien of Ganada wm: 1908. 
































1902. 1903. 
Product. ' ! ms et 
| Quantity.| Value. | Quantity: | Value. 
Structural Materials and Clay 
Products— Dols. Dols. 

Cement, natural rock ... Bris.| 124,400 91,870 92,252 75,655 

o Portland ... sai ‘5 call 594,594 | 1,028,618 627,741 | 1,090,842 

Granite Act’ ses one am — 170,000 — 150,000 

Pottery me mn joa ot — 200,000 — 200,000 

Sands and gravels (exports) Tonst; 159,793 119,120 | 355,792 124,006 

Sewer pipe ... ove ose ose] — | 294,465 ~— 317,970 

Slate nik vas uae se) — 19,200 — 22,040 

Terra-cotta, pressed brick, &c. .../ — 348,597 — 386,532 
Building material, including’ 
bricks, building stone, lime, 

tiles, &e. ... - — 5,500,000 - | 5,650,000 

Total structural materials’ | 

and clay products ... we! — 7,771,870 — 8,017,045 

Total all other non-metallic... -— 21,245,094 one 21,202,062 

Total non-metallic ... Seal — 29,016,964 — 29,219,107 

» metallic woe oe] = == —s«( 85,638,768 —  |83,707,403 
Estimated value of mineral 

products not returned ... ore — 300,000 — 300,000 

Total,1902... 0s ws = «64,970,732 | — 168,226,510 











} 
| 


+ The ton used is that of 2,000 lbs. 








The main features presented by the mineral industry of Canada 
as a whole consist in the decrease in the grand total of production 
of a little over 1 per cent. in comparison with the figures for 1902 ; 
in the falling-off of the gold production and of the output of pig- 
iron, silver, lead and nickel ; and in the increased production of 
copper and zinc. 

As usual, gold, together with coal and coke, constitute Canada’s 
most valuable mineral assets, and account for 57°66 per cent of the 
value of the whole mineral output of the country. 


Gold—A large decrease is shown, of which two-and-a-quarter 
million dollars is to be ascribed to the decreased output from the 
Yukon district. The Yukon output for the year, 12,250,000 dols. 
is based on the receipts of Canadian Yukon gold at the United 
States Mint at San Francisco and other receiving offices. 

The contributors to the total, as formerly, were Nova Scotia, 
Quebec, Ontario, Saskatchewan, the Yukon Territory, and British 
Columbia. 


Silver— Silver production, according to present indications, 
shows a considerable decrease, over a million ounces, compared 
with last year’s output, Over 90 per cent. of the production is 
obtained from British Columbia. 
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Mineral Production of Canada in 1908. 





Lead.—The production of lead in 1903 has been estimated at 
about 9,000 tons (of 2,000 Ibs). The exports, according to Customs 
returiis, were 9,314 tons, valued at 426,466 dols. The production 
is practically all the output of British Columbia mines, no returns 
having been received of production in Eastern Canada. 


Copper.—The copper contained in ore, matte, &., shipped from 
Canadian mines in 1903, was about 21,640 tons, an increase 
of 11 per cent. over the previous years output. In 
Ontario and Quebec there was little change, perhaps a slight 
falling off, the increase being practically all in British Columbia. 
From the Sudbury. district, Ontario, about 13,832 tons of high 
grade matte were shipped containing 3,576 tons of copper. In 
British .Columbia, shipments of ore from the boundary district 
were approximately 625,000 tons in 1903, and from Rossland 
about 377,000 tons. For statistical purposes the copper is valued 
at the average price for the year of electrolytic copper in New 
York, viz., 18°235 cents per pound. This is an increase on the 
average price for 1902 of nearly 14 per cent. 


Nickel——The following were the results of operations on the 


nickel copper deposits in 1903 :— 
Tons of 2,000 lbs.. 





A OY SE IAS 
Ore smelted i. ah a ..- 207,030 
Matte shipped __... ee am .. 18,832 
Matte in stock at end of year... ‘ay 1,246 
Copper contents of matte shipped a 3,576 
Nickel - ~ o ine 6,258 
Value of matte shipped ... 1S .. 2,686,469 dols. 
According to Customs returns exports of nickel were as follows:— 
To Lbs. 
Great Britain... ish me oo | he 
United States... jet waa ... 11,363,470 
Other countries ... ‘a a Fs. 80 
Total = ont ws 12,699,227 


Zinc—About 1,000 tons of zinc ore, worth 10,500 dols., were 
shipped to Swansea from the Long Lake zinc mine in the county 
of Frontenac, Ont. No returns have been received of zinc pro- 
duction in British Columbia. 


Iron.— Exports of iron ore were 368,233 tons, valued at 922,521 
dols. About 81,035 tons of iron ore from Canadian mines were 
charged to blast furnaces in Canada, and valued at the furnace at 
about 247,229 dols. 

In addition to the above Canadian ore, 485,911 tons of imported 
ore, valued at 823,147 dols, were used in Canadian furnaces. The 
total quantity of pig-iron manufactured from both Canadian and 
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imported ores was 297,885 tons, of which 19,614 tons were made 
with charcoal as fuel, and 278,271 tons with coke, 


Arsenic.—The arsenic plant at Deloro, Ont., was worked for three 
months only, producing 257 tons of white arsenic valued at 15,420 
dols. Exports of arsenic were 198 tons, valued at 10,583 dols. 


Coal and Coke.—An increased production is reported from all the 
provinces in which coal mining is being carried on. 

The Dominion Coal Company, the largest producing com- 
pany in Nova Scotia, increased its output notwithstanding the 
serious check caused by the fire in Dominion No. | colliery in 
March. The Nova Scotia Steel and Coal Company also hen 
very largely increased output from their Sydney mines. 

Considerable activity has been displayed in the operation of the 
mines in the North-West Territories, especially on the eastern 
slope of the Rocky Mountains in the district about Blairmore. 

In British Columbia the output of the Crow’s Nest Pass Coal 
Company exceeded that of 1902 by 49°8 per cent., and the Company 
has made substantial progress in the development of their proper- 
ties. On the coast the Western Fuel Company are actively 
operating and developing the properties formerly worked by the 
New Vancouver Coal Mining and Land Company. The Wellington 
Colliery Company have been opening up a seam of anthracite coal 
from which it is expected shipments will soon be made. 


Corundum.— Returns have not yet been received of production of 
corundum, but railway shipments at Barry’s Bay are reported at 
1,090 tons, which may, however, include corundum ore as well as 
grain cor andum. 


Asbestos.—The production of asbestos, divided into crude and 
mill stock, was as follows :— 








Tons, Dols. 
Crude sa aX ial 8,134 ... 361,867 
Mill stock... iin ... 27,995 ... 504,021 
Total ... ww Sale... Bae 


Exports of asbestos, according to Customs returns, were 
31,780 tons valued at 891,033 dols. The product was all obtained 
from the Eastern Townships, Quebec. 
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SUGAR INDUSTRY OF THE ZAMBESI. 


The following particulars concerning the sugar industry of the 
Zambesi are extracted from a report recently received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Beira :— 

The sugar industry of the Zambesi has, to all appearance, a 
prosperous future before it. Commenced nearly 14 years ago in 
circumstances of great difficulty, it has succeeded in overcoming 
many of the obstacles which it was first called upon to face. It 
has, moreover, proved that, if sufficient capital be provided at the 
outset, a good return may be looked for. The moist, hot climate 
appears to be favourable to the rapid development of the cane, 
whilst the rich, clayey soil is said to be capable of producing results 
comparable to other countries celebrated for their successful parti- 
cipation in sugar cultivation. Added to this, the proximity of the 
great river, together with the facility with which the various 
systems of irrigation may be applied from it, render the cultivation 
of sugar, if not wholly independent of the somewhat uncertain 
rainfall, at least in a much better position to guard against the 
disastrous effects of a lengthy drought. 


Available land.—The area of land available for this industry in 
the valley of the Zambesi is enormous, whilst the composition and 
character of the soil do not vary. The acquirement of large 
areas suitable for agricultural purposes would not, moreover, be 
attended, it is thought, by the difficulties which would be encoun- 
tered in less remote regions. The north bank of the river, except 
where the country is in the hands of persons occupying the enor- 
mous districts called ‘“ prazos,” is controlled by the Portuguese 
Government and administered by the Governor of the extensive 
district of Zambesia. On both banks, however, an almost endless 
chain of prazos is found. On the south side the greater part of 
the riparian proprietorship is vested in the Luabo and Gorongoza 
Companies, whilst the remaining districts of Cheringoma, Chu- 
panga, and Kaia are directly or indirectly beneath the control of 
the Mozambique Company. The effect of this prazo proprietorship, 
now become so general, is that persons seeking land for any pur- 
pose, instead of going direct to the Government, as would be the 
case in a British Colony or Dependency, obtain it, in the majority 
of cases, from the lessee of the prazo in which it is situated. It 
must, naturally, be held under a sub-lease, and, as will be readily 
seen this arrangement ‘has the disadvantage that the applicant’s 
tenure of his land so sub-leased must be more or less dependent 
upon that of his landlord, the prazo holder from whom it is derived. 
Possession can, however, be cheaply and expeditiously obtained, 
and the only conditions usually imposed are such as would be 
amply fulfilled in the process of sugar cultivation. 

Of the two large companies now engaged in this pursuit, one is 
established on the north and one on the south side of the river. 
They are provided with expensive labour-saving machinery and 
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appliances, and have, apparently, spared no pains to make the 
production of this valuable commodity one of the most important 
industries of the East Coast of Africa. 


Drainage and Irrigation—At. the present time, the land under 
actual cultivation approximates to 5,000 acres, and is all, needless 
to say, close to the river. Large forests provide ample timber for 
building purposes, as well as wood for fuel, the district, moreover, 
being sufficiently thickly populated to remove all doubt as to the 
sufficiency and permanence of native labour. 

The first preparation of the ground takes place in the dry season, 
between the months of April and November, during which time 
but little rain falls. Throughout this season a careful and well- 
organised system of irrigation is essential, in order to produce the 
best results. 


Planting.—The planting of the cane commences with the advent 
of the rains (usually about December). At.the conclusion of the 
rains, irrigation continues without intermission until the cane is 
cut in June or early in July. Thereafter, crushing is carried out 
unceasingly until the end of October, the juice being in its finest 
condition in August. A well-equipped factory is provided with 
mills capable of dealing with about 350 tons of cane in the full 
day of 24 hours. One acre of land is calculated to produce about 
15. tons of cane, which in turn yield about 185 lbs, of sugar to the 
ton. 


Markets, Freights, &—The sugar is sent for disposal to Portugal, 
freight, including transport. to the coast, amounting to about 43s. 
per ton. 

Lisbon takes the entire output, granting a bounty and a reduc- 
tion of 50 per cent. of the import duty payable on sugar imported 
from other countries. In addition to this, further protection has 
been granted to the Zambesi planters by the increase of. duty on 
foreign sugar entering the ports of the Province of Mozambique, 
this duty having been raised from 3l. 6s. 8d. to 131. 6s. 8d. per ton, 
or four times the amount. 

-In his concluding remarks, H.M. Consul refers to the difficulties 
which sugar planters on the Zambesi are, at times, called upon to 
face in guarding against the ravages of beetles, locusts, and 
crickets, and also against the losses incurred by the devastations 
of game and hippopotami. He adds that in spite, however, of 
these disadvantages, which are now rapidly diminishing before the 
advancing facilities of river transport and improved communi¢a- 
tion, there can be no doubt that in the hands of trained men, 
employed by firms possessing sufficient capital to provide the best 
available machinery, carrying out irrigation works on scientific 
principles and exercising patience, the immense valley of the lower 
Zambesi should, in the future, attract large numbers of those 
interested in the cultivation of sugar. 
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PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. ~~~” 


SWEDEN. 


The Board of Trade have received information, through the Foreign 


Proposed Tariff Office, of certain alterations in the Swedish 


Alterations. 


ing i is & list of the articles affected : — 


Tariff, which have been passed by the Riksdag 
and now await the Royal sanction. The follow- 





Articles. 


Proposed 


Rate of Duty. 





Cork, cut, without mounting ; also cork soles 
Soap— 

‘Seenited ; also other kinds made up into cakes, balls, shapes, 
&e., besides so-called rear neti ede (prepared with 
spirit, but not scented) .. 

Note.—No deduction in w veight will be allowed for 
cardboard boxes, jars, bottles, papers, or similar 
packing. 

Other kinds... 

Oils— 

Volatile, vegetable, not specified, including weight of vessel— 
In vessels, the gross weight of which is 1 kilog. and upwards 
In vessels of less gross weight .. ose - 

Scented waters, all kinds, including weight of bottle ces 
Scents, not snecified, including weight of bottles and wrappers ... 








. | Kilog. 
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Kr. Ore 
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TARIFF CHANGES 


AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS, 


DOMINION OF CANADA. 


The Board of ‘Trade have received a copy of the ‘Canada Gazette” 


for 19th March last, containing an Order-in- 


Reduction of Council, dated 9th March, 1904, stating that 

P boar the rate of Customs duty on Malleable Sprocket 
P Xf erroweenal or Link Belting Chain, when imported into the 
ne or a Dominion of Canada by manufacturers of agri- 


cultural implements or. agricultural machinery 


for use in the manufacture of such implements or machinery 
(except binders) in their own factories, is reduced from 30 per 


cent. to 20 per cent. ad valorem. 


The Governor-General in Council further orders that such 
reduced rate shall be subject also to the reduction of duty provided 


in the British Preferential Tariff. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





DOMINION OF CANADA~—continued. 


The ‘same copy of the ‘“‘ Gazette” contains a further Order-in- 

Council, dated 9th March, 1904, notifying that 

pry tice agg oil (petroleum) may be imported into the 

Brag yt aca a Dominion free of duty, when imported by 

ting Ores miners or mining companies or concerns, to be 

used in the concentration of ores of metal in 

their own concentrating establishments, under such regulations as 
may be prescribed by the Minister of Customs. 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


A copy of the “ Australian Commonwealth Gazette,” dated 20th 
aati February, 1904, has been received by the 
aides Board of Trade, containing Customs Decisions 
‘. (Supplement No. 21 to the Customs Tariff 
Guide) relating to the rates of duty leviable on various articles 
imported into the Australian Commonwealth. 
The following are the principal Decisions given :— 





Articles, and how classed. Rates of Duty. 





Belting, with metal running through it, or with leather fastenings— 
As leather manufactures, n.e.i._... oe ..| 20 %, ad val, 
Boxes of paper or cardboard (not being fancy), containing| 





chocolate— 
As other articles... ose eee _ soe cee on Free 
Chocolate in such boxes— 
As cocoa and chocolate, ground _... a ve «| 1d. per lb. 

Burners for acetylene lamps— 

As lamps and lamp ware, n.e.i. ... ne sw ons | 15% ad val. 
Camera—small vertical photo-micrographic— 

As instruments, phonographs, cameras, kc. _... ons 1 Mee = & 
Chocolate liquid, not concentrated— 

As cocoa and chocolate, ground ... 1d, per lb, 


Market reports, typewritten, showing market fluctuations and 
shipping information— 


As paper, advertising matter eee _ ee one “Te 
Oyen, travelling— 

As metals, manufactures of, n.e.i.... eos - ove | 20% ad val. 
Pyrometers, used in connection with a baker's oven— 

As metals, manufactures of ue oe obs occ ooo BOR ts 








A copy of a Customs bye-law, dated 11th February, 1904, has also 
been received, notifying that the following 
minor articles, for use in the manufacture of 
; . boots and shoes within the Commonwealth, are 
me 4 aon to be admitted free of duty, viz. :— 

; Clasps or clips (not being gold or silver, or 
gold or silver mounted) for manufacture of boots and shoes. 


Free importation 
of certain 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





NATAL. 


With reference to the notice published in the “ Board of Trade 
Regulations Journal” for 17th March last, relating to the 
regulations affecting the rebate of duties on 
under the . . 7 
‘ United Kingdom goods imported into Natal, 
Customs Union . 
the Board of Trade have now received a copy of 
and Customs a Proclamation (No. 95 of 190) which provid 
Duties Act, 1903, 2+ t0clamation (No. 95 of 1903) which provides 
for the regulations to be observed for the 
purposes of the Natal Customs Union and Customs Duties Act 
of 1903. 

The above regulations, which were to take effect from 15th 
August, 1903, deal, inter alia, with importations from and to 
places within and outside the Customs Union, rebate of duty upon 
goods removed from the Colony, and, as stated above, they also 
refer to the preferential treatment of United Kingdom goods 
imported into the Colony. 

The present regulations, which are in much detail, may be 
seen by persons interested on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


SOUTHERN RHODESIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, from the British South Africa 

Company, a copy of a Government Notice(No. 23 

ae Duty of 1904) notifying that, from 1st January, 1904, 

ms me Hey a rebate of the whole of the Customs duty 

Spirits o payable upon importation or removal from a 

eae bonded warehouse in Southern Rhodesia may, 

in accordance with the provisions of Sections 15 and 27 of the 

‘‘Customs Ordinance, 1903,” and subject to certain Customs 
Regulations, be granted on :— 

1. Methylated spirits, or 

2. Alcohol imported solely for manufacturing or scientific 
purposes within Rhodesia. 

The Customs regulations referred to provide further that before a 
rebate of duty upon methylated spirits shall be granted the importer 
shall submit a sample thereof to the Controller of Customs, together 
with a declaration as to the proportions or quantities of the various 
substances or materials which have been added to the spirit for the 
purpose of rendering it impotable. Methylated spirits are not 
to be— 

(a) Purified in any manner; or 

(b) Recovered by distillation or any other means; or 

(c) Used in the preparation of any article capable of being used 
wholly or partially as a beverage or internally as a medicine 
(human or veterinary). 
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Before a rebate of duty on alcohol (or rectified spirit of wine) 
imported solely for manufacturing or scientific purposes’ within 
Rhodesia shall’ be granted, the’ person desiring to use the same 
must make application in writing te the Controller of Customs for 
authority to receive and use such spirit free of duty, and must 
prove to the satisfaction of the Controller of Customs that.the use 
of methylated spirits would-be unsuitable or detrimental. The 
applicant must give full particulars of the situation of the premises 
upon which, and the purposes for which, the spirit is to be used, 
and also state the means by which it is proposed to make the 
spirit impotable, and the quantity likely to be required in the 
course of the year. 





4 


GERMANY. 


The Board of Trade have received information, through the 
sania Foreign Office, of certain alterations which 

pee ae ig have been authorised by the Bundesrath in 
— respect of the tare allowances on certain articles 
imported into Germany. These alterations, which take effect from 
lst May next, are as follows :— 























| _ | ‘are Rate in 

percentage of 

. ight. 

oe Articles. Method of Packing. = —— 

| Old. | New. 

21 (@) ...| Leather ---| Im cases.. 16 14 
25 (h) 2 | Dried figs ...| In baskets under 30. kilogs. gross 

weight oee 10 5 
26 (A)...} Hogs’ lard ...| In circular tins with ‘lids ‘of same 
material, with detachable card- 

board lining, without handles ... a 6 

















NETHERLAN DS. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 
Exemption from translation of a Royal Decree, dated 4th 
Excise Duty of February, 1904, which provides for the 

exemption from Excise duty of salt required 





pers in for the manufacture of artificial wool and of 
Manufactures. perfumery. 
SWITZERLAND. - 


Attention is directed to the fact that at p. 386 of the latest issue 

Import D of the “ Foreign Import Duties Return” (Cd. 

‘Wheat td 1,785) the duty leviable on wheat flour 

pee our. imported into Switzerland is incorrectly given 
—A Correction E A 

* as 2 frs. 50 c. instead of 2 frs. per 100 kilogs. 

(1s. 04d. instead of 93d. per cwt.) 
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SPAIN. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” for the 15th March contains the text of 

Reduction of ° L@W reducing, from the 15th March, the 
Waties on Wheat import. duties leviable in Spain upon wheat 
and Wheat Flour. and wheat flour, to the following rates :— 


Pesetas, 
Wheat... ny bi bi ..» 100 kilogs. 6°00 
Wheat flour... ”~ ve athe ¥ 10°00 


These duties are to remain in force while the price of wheat in 
the markets of Castile exceeds 27 pesetas per 100 kilogs. When 
the price falls to 27 pesetas or less, the duties fixed by the present 
Tariff will be re-established. 


The same issue of the “ Gaceta” contains the text of a Law 
Modification of modifying the rates of duty leviable on fruit, 
Duty on Fruit under the “minimum” Tariff as shown 

* below :— 








Tariff | | Rates of Duty. 
No. | Articles. | 


| Former. New. 





| Pes. Cts. Pes. Cts. 
340 a | Fruits, including table raisins _ ... 100 kilogs.| | 4 00 | 4 00 
“ b| All other raisins phe =. i “ | § 20 00 


} 
{ 








In connection with the above it is to be noted that the “ Gaceta 
de Madrid” for the 25th March, contains the text of a Royal Order 
to the effect that “table raisins” means those raisins which are 
presented for clearance carefully prepared, in’ small receptacles, 
and which are of a clear red colour more or less pronounced 
according to the kind of grape from which they are produced. 
The raisins tariffed under No. 340 b are of black or dirty dark red 
colour, and are as a rule imported in large bags, boxes, or barrels. 


By another Law also published in the ‘‘ Gaceta,” for the loth March, 
books of all kinds are exempted from the 


Importation payment of Customs duty under the’ following 
= Boake conditions :— 


(1) They must be written in the language of 
the country from which they are imported directly or with direct 
bill of lading, and must be published and printed in the same 
country. 

(2) They must be the original works of a citizen of the country 
from which imported, who has secured copyright in them. 

It is further provided that such duty-free admission shall be 
accorded. only to importations from countries which have copyright 
Treaties in force, and which reciprocally accord duty-free admis- 
sion to books printed in Spain. 
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SPA N—continued. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 414 of the 

i “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 3rd March 

Duty on Fish on the subject of a proposed increase in the 

*  §panish import duty on fish, it is to be noted 

that the issue of the ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” for the 15th March 

contains the text of a Law increasing the duty on “ fish, fresh, or 

containing only the salt necessary for its preservation,” to 24 and 

36 pesetas per 100 kilogs., according as the fish is, or is not, 

imported in vessels belonging to nations (other than Portugal) 
entitled to most-favoured-nation treatment. 


The “Gaceta” of 1st April contains a Royal Order notifying 
that the average rate of exchange (premium 

ayueg b8 ya of exchange 4 Paris) during on second 
J fortnight of March was 38°89 per cent., and 

that the corresponding reduction of the rates 
of Customs duty payable in gold during the 
second fortnight of the present month will 


Duties payable in 
Gold. 


be 28 per cent. 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following is the substance of some Decisions affecting the 
diame application of the United States Customs 
callie Tariff, which have recently been issued by the 

Treasury Department at Washington :— 
Tea put up in packages of not over two pounds in weight, 
imported as samples, may be delivered without examination. 


Cotton Table Damask.—Bolts of cotton table damask, several 
yards in length and about one yard in width, intended to be cut up 
into table napkins, and having running in the fabric, both length- 
wise and crosswise, woven selvages marking off the individual 
napkins and line of cutting, are piece goods, and as such dutiable 
at the rate of 40 per cent. ad valorem as “cotton table damask,” 
under paragraph 321 of the Tariff. 


Herbs in alcohol.—Certain herbs, imported in kegs, immersed 
in their natural condition in alcohol for preservation, are not 
dutiable as “alcoholic compounds,” under paragraph 2 of the 
Tariff, or as “drugs advanced in value or condition,” under 
paragraph 20, but under the provision in section 6 of the Tariff 
for unenumerated unmanufactured articles, at the rate of 10 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

[This reverses a previous decision reported in the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for the 12th December, 1901, page 497. | 


Smelting and refining metals—crude ores—lead bullion.—Section 
29 of the Tariff, relating to the importation of certain crude ores 















Apr. 7, 1904.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 25 





Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


and metals to be refined or smelted in bonded warehouses, contains 
the proviso “that each day a quantity of refined metal equal to 90 
per cent. of the amount of imported metal smelted or refined 
that day shall be set aside, and the exportation of the 90 per 
cent. of metals shall entitle the ores and metals imported under ” 
that section to admission without payment of duty. The Treasury 
Department has decided, in regard to importations of lead bullion 
containing lead and antimony, that this means 90 per cent. of the 
pure metal contained in the crude metal as imported, as 
determined by assay at the time of importation, and not of the 
pure metal recovered by smelting and refining. 


Storage charges do not accrue on goods retained in Customs 
custody and stored in public stores or Government warehouse 
pending reappraisement proceedings. 

Paper for book covers—printing paper.—Paper used for the cover 
of books and pamphlets is dutiable as “printing paper” under 
paragraph 396 of the Tariff, and not as “paper not specially 
provided for” under paragraph 402. 


Bean flour is dutiable at the rate of 20 per cent. ad valorem as 


an unenumerated manufactured article under section 6 of the 
Tariff. 


Cotton pile fabrics—carpeting.—Certain uncut cotton pile fabrics, 
used exclusively in the manufacture of slippers, are dutiable under 
paragraph 315 of the Tariff as pile fabrics of cotton, and not under 
paragraph 381 as “‘ carpets and carpeting of cotton.” 


Stamped steel shapes, carefully coated with a preparation of flour 
and talc, one-sixtieth of an inch thick, so as to insulate them 
and prevent contact in electrical machines, are not dutiable as 
‘stamped shapes” under paragraph 136 of the Tariff, but under 
paragraph 193, at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem. 


Parchment paper with cotton back, paper being the component 
material of chief value, is dutiable at the rate of 35 per cent. ad 
valorem as & manufacture of paper, under paragraph 407 of the 
Tariff, and not as parchment paper under paragraph 398. 


Creolin or creolin-pearson is dutiable under paragraph 15 of the 
Tariff as a preparation of coal tar, at the rate of 20 per cent. ad 
valorem, and not under paragraph 68 as a medicinal preparation. 


This reverses a previous decision reported in the “ Board of Trade 
ournal ” for 10th October, 1901, p, 72. |] 


Chocolate wafers.— Biscuits or wafers dipped in chocolate are not 
within the provision in paragraph 212 of the Tariff for “ confec- 
tionery,’ but are dutiable under section 6, as unenumerated 
manufactured articles, at the rate of 20 per cent. ad valorem. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


Glass penholders.—The provision for “‘ penholders ” in paragraph 
187 of the Tariff covers all articles known as such irrespective of 
the material of which they may be composed, and penholders of 
glass, whether plain or decorated, are dutiable under that provision. 
Glass wens and penholders made in one piece are, however, dutiable 
at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 112 as 


manufactures of glass. 


Parcel Post Convention with Hong Kong.—A Parcel Post Con- 
vention is now in force between the United States and Hong Kong. 
This Convention contains the usual provisions as to dutiable articles 
imported by parcel post, and provides that no packet may exceed 
4 pounds 6 ounces (or 2 kilogs.) in weight, nor the following 
dimensions :—greatest length in any direction, 3 feet 6 inches ; 
greatest length and girth combined, 6 feet. Importations by 
parcel post from Hong Kong are subject to the regulations con- 
tained in Treasury Department Circular, No. 64, of 4th May, 1900, 
for which see pp. 629-30 of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” for the 


21st June, 1900. 


The name of the sub-port of Whatcom (District of Puget 
Sound, Washington) has been changed to 


Change of Name Be jingham, 


of Sub-port. 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
translation of an Argentine Law passed on 


. thas ay ¢ the 27th January, 1904, which exempts from 
ac ul internal taxation denatured alcohol of national 
ae production if used for heating, lighting, or 


motive purposes, or in the manufacture of varnishes ; and provides 
that no import duties shall be imposed on substances which may 
be employed in denaturing alcohol. 

Imported alcoholic preparations, whether beverages or not, will 
pay a surcharge on the Customs duty, in proportion to the 
alcoholic strength they may possess, at the rate of 65 cents (about 
1s. 1d.) per litre at 96 deg. Gay Lussac. An explanatory decree, 
issued on 13th February, provides that the following articles are 
not included among the alcoholic preparations to which this sur- 
charge is applicable:—Wines, vermouth, beers, &c., and other 
fermented beverages regulated by special dispositions, druggists’ 
specialities, and perfumes and extracts of perfumofy. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


FRANCE: ALGERIA. 


According to a report by the French Ministry of Public Works, 
, , published in the “Journal Officiel” of 27th 
Ratianig Staaten March, the length of Railways (excluding 
light railways) open to traffic in France on the 
3lst December, 1902, was 39,127 Ra i (24,298 miles), The 
length of line opened during the year 1903, was 207 kilometres 
(129 miles), making a total length of 39 334 kilometres (24,427 
miles) open to trafife on the 31st December, 1908. 

With regard to Algeria the length of line open to traffic-at the 
end of 1903, was the same as the previous year, viz., 3,051 
kilometres (1,895 miles). This total does not include the lines 
conceded to the Bone-Guelma Company on Tunisian territory (628 
kilometres), but includes 28 kilometres of line utilised for 
industrial purposes. 





LIBERIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
Trading at Ports from H.M. Consal in Liberia, copy of an Act, 
of Non-Entr passed by the Senate and House of Represen- 
“AnNEY: —_ tatives of the Republic, permitting foreigners 
residing at ports of entry to trade coastwise at places not ports of 
entry. The following is a summary of the principal provisions of 
this Act :— 

Foreign merchants and traders residing at the ports of Roberts- 
port, Monrovia, Marshall, Buchanan, Greenville, and Harper, 
having establishments at said ports, are permitted to trade coast- 
wise at points not ports of entry, under such regulations as may 
be formulated and published by the Executive Government from 
time to time. 

Foreign merchants and traders having establishments in the 
above-named ports may trade coastwise, and may establish factories 
at points on the coast, not ports of entry, where the Government 
may deem it safe to allow such contact with the aborigines, pro- 
viding, however, at all such points the factors shall be Liberian 
citizens. Foreign owners or agents shall not be prevented from 
visiting said factories, and taking stock of the same. 

The annual licence fees for trading at the points above referred to 
shall be the same as are now paid for licence to trade at regular 
ports of entry, rum licence not excepted. 

All arrangements for land on which to erect factories or houses, 
shall be submitted to and approved by Government, and not made 
with the natives on the coast. 

_ All, produce, bought at said points shall. be conveyed to. the 
regular ports of entry above-named, and shipped from thence 
abroad under the revenue laws of the Republic. 

All goods imported for trade on the coast shall be landed at.one 
of the ports above-named, and duties paid.on the same, and:tran- 
shipped to the coast from said ports. 
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MINERALS, METALS, AND MACHINERY, 


CYPRUS. 


In the report on Cyprus, recently issued by the Colonial Office, it 
is stated that the Government has compiled a 
Mining. list of the numerous localities in Cyprus at 
which mines were anciently worked, and the 
area over which the traces of these ancient mines are found is 
very considerable. Whether the ancient workings were stopped by 
want of fuel, or from inability to deal with the question of water, 
or of ventilation, cannot now be determined, but the strong proba- 
bilities are that the workings were stopped by one or more of 
these causes rather than that the supply of ore was exhausted over 
the whole area. 

The Syndicate who have obtained permission to work the 
ancient copper mine at Papho, are, it is understood, developing 
their operations. 

The report goes on to say that it is of the utmost importance to 
Cyprus to develop its mineral wealth, and thus make the Island 
less dependent on the vicissitudes of agriculture. Offers have been 
received from persons having the command of adequate capital, to 
thoroughly prospect the mining districts, and test the questions 
whether the ancient mines might not be advantageously worked 
with modern appliances, or new mines opened. Unfortunately, 
the Legislative Council decline to pass the measure modifying the 
Turkish law, which it is necessary to obtain, in order to enable the 
Government to secure to the persons interested fair terms for their 


undertakings. 





RUSSIA. 


The recent report of H.M. Consul-General at Odessa gives the 

, following tables, showing the total import of 
Coal Trade British coal at that port during the years 
— e-e 











Year. Quantity. 
Tons. 
1898 wed - ove coe cee ose see ooo ood 32,480 
1899 sad see one ona eve ee ove ee --| 160,200 
1900 coe eile oe oes ove oe eee ine ---| 113,200 
1901 abe sos sie we ove eee ewe os oe 97,225 
1902 a eos eos oy oo “ _ oes ae 17,636 








The following prices were quoted for Russian coal in Odessa in 
1902:—Steam coal, 18s. 4d. to 11. 3s. 7d. per ton (of 2,240 lbs.) ; 
bituminous coal, 1l. 3s. to 11. 10s. 2d. per ton; and Dombrovo 
coal at 1l. 8s. 3d. per ton at Odessa station. The quantity of 
Russian coal brought to Odessa during the years 1901-02 was as 


follows :— 
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Quantity. 
Year. | 
By Rail. | By Sea. 
Tons. Tons. 
1901 ... Sie oun saa aes naa ai ...| 130,000 321,500 
ee ee ae eee lh 








(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,128.) 


RUSSIA—SIBERIA. 


A recent report by the U.S. Commercial Agent at Vladivostock 
announces the establishment of a manufactory 





yer mny of agricultural machines and implements in the 
ae city of Tomsk in Western Siberia. At present 


the factory turns out only winnowing machines 
and ploughs. All the required iron, steel, and cast-iron parts are 
being ordered from one of the Ural works. During the spring the 
manufactory will begin making thrashing machines. It is pro- 
posed to make 4,000 ploughs, 500 thrashing machines, and as 
many winnowing machines as possible in the first year. 





FRANCE. 


H.M. Consul at Nantes, in his recent report, states that the year 
Shipbuildin 1903 has been an unfavourable one for trade 
P S and commerce in the Nantes district owing to 
as Saas. various causes. The failure of the vintage was 
felt severely by agriculturists, while the collapse in shipbuilding 
has thrown thousands of skilled workmen out of employment in 
the towns. The last shipping bounty law has failed to give the 
help to shipbuilders which they expected, and shipbuilding has 
been to a great extent suspended here and at St. Nazaire. There 
is widespread distress at both places, and public and private 
charity is taxed to its utmost limit in trying to relieve it. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 3,130.) 


In the same report, the Consul states that so far as his district is 

concerned, the United Kingdom has no impor- 

— ore at tant trade left except coal and coal products, 

” and the only danger which at present threatens 

it is from the competition of German coal, which began in 1902, 

when 57,000 tons of it were imported. Last year the amount rose 
to 133 ,000 tons. 

The ‘importers of British coal have informed the Consul that they 

sell the coal separate entirely from the duty, at a fixed price, with 
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a proviso that the export duty is to be additional to it, and that 
all their contracts with their customers contain the following 
clause :—“ If for any reason whatever any tax or duty is imposed 
while the present contract lasts, such tax shall be borne by the 
purchaser and added to the price.” 

Owing to the quality of the German coal and the en 
and clever manner in which it has been introduced, it is making a 
very good start towards cutting out British coal. At the present 
moment it is sold under what may be called the dumping system, 
and probably not at a profit, through the operation of a powerful 
German syndicate, and whatever may be the price of British coal it 
is put at from ls. to ls. 3d., and even more, below it, and, the 
Consul is informed, any loss incurred by the selling firm in doing 
30,18 made good by the syndicate. 

The competition has indirectly resulted in complaints against 
British coal and British sellers, and the French importers say the 
British coal should be better wrought so as to enable it to compare 
more favourably than it does with German: that there should be 
an alteration in the conditions of the charter imposed on them by 
the Welsh Coal Charter of 1896: that exporters should consider 
the wishes and needs of their customers in the same manner as the 
Germans do, who ask their clients to let them know exactly the 
kind of coal required, and, when they ascertain it, send the precise 
description asked for. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,130.) 





FRANCE—MADAGASCAR. 


From a statement published in the ‘“ Journal Officiel de Mada- 

gascar” of 2nd March, it appears that 33 

Gold Mining. mining concessions were granted during the 

last quarter of 1903; 31 of these, however, 

have been abandoned. Nevertheless, the production of gold 

increases, and prospecting is keen. In January, 1904, 81 pro- 

specting permits were granted. Some officials propose to allow 

natives to prospect. The European colonists are protesting 

against this, saying that this action would make it impossible to 
procure labour. 





ITALY. 


According to the “ Bollettino delle Finanze,” of 20th March, a 
f rich bed of lignite has been discovered in 
PONTE -0 Abruzzo. Subsidences caused by heavy floods 
Lignite. in the basin of Concerviano; near the river Salto, 

led to the discovery of the mineral, which in many places is in 
layers of over six metres. It is of good quality, and experiments 
in a local foundry have produced excellent results. 
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Emerald Mines. 


largest possible return. 


COLOMBIA. 


Adverting to the notice published on pp. 58-9 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” of 9th July, 1903, a despatch 


has been received at the Foreign Office from 


H.M. Minister-Resident and Consul-General at 
Bogota, respecting the lease of the Emerald Mines of Muzo and 
Coscuez, in connection with the Colombian Monetary reform. 

The Colombian National Council of Amortization have issued a 
Decree, postponing indefinitely the auction for the rent of these 
mines, which was to have taken place on 31st December last. 

The Council state, as their reasons for having thus postponed 
the auction for these mines, that, in accordance with memorials 
presented to the Council and verbal information received from 
reliable persons, some bidders for the rent of the emerald mines 
have suspended the transmission of their proposals, owing to the 
present disturbed state of affairs; and further, that the Council is 
desirous of studying, at greater length, the manner in which the 
mines should be administered with the object of obtaining the 





YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


BRITISH 


INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the monthly return 


Cotton Spinning 
and Weaving 
Returns for 
December. 


issued by the Indian Government, showing the 
quantity of cotton yarn spun, and of cotton 
woven goods produced in each province in 
British India, and in the Native States, during 
December of each of the years 1901, 1902 and 


1903, and in the nine months, April to December, 1901, 1902 and 


1903. 


The following is a summarised statement extracted from the above 


return, 


1901, 1902 and 1903 :— 


giving particulars for the nine months ended December, 





Nine months ended December. 








1901. 1902. 1903. 
BRITISH INDIA, BERAR, AND Rasen! 
STATES. (@) 
Cotton yarn spun ... — Lbs. | 429,599,430 | 431,512,052 | 450,568,278 
Cotton woven goods produced :— 
, | 76,016,164 | 75,239,076 | 85,696,476 
Grey goods +) =Yards| 313,772,642 | 305,077,727 | 850,517,419 
White and coloured goods Lbs.| 15,241,453 | 18,075,411 | 20,617,536 
Hosiery ram $91,086 366,894 539,269 


? 














(a) Berar was amalgamated with the Central Provinces on Ist October, 1903. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


Exports of 
Cotton Goods. 


The following statement, showing the exports of cotton 
domestic manufacture) from the United States 


to the undermentioned countries during 
two months ended February, 
has been compiled from the official statistics issued by the United 
States Government :— 


goods 


the 


1904, and 1903, 


— 













To 


Two months ended 





























































Coloured and uncoloured loths— 


United Kingdom 
France ... ie 

Germany vel 

Other Europe ... 

British North America — 

Central America and British Honduras 
Mexico ... 
IN Sas 
Other West Indies and Bermuda 
Argentina bee om 
Brazil ... 

Chile 

Colombia 

Venezuela 

Other South America . 

Chinese Empire ose me 
British East Indies ... nee 
Hong- Kong ove 
Japan ... 

British Australasia we 
Philippine Islands__... 

Other Asia and Oceania 

British Africa ... 

All other Africa 


Total quantity 
Total value 


Other cotton goods— 


United Kingdom 

Belgium ose 

France ... _ see 

Germany 

Netherlands... _ one ve 
Other Europe ... ba wn 
British North America 

Central America and British “Honduras 
Mexico ... 
Cuba... 
Other West Indies and Bermuda 
Argentina ome — 
Brazil 

Chile... 

Colombia 

Venezuela wah 

Other South America .. 

Chinese Empire 

British East Indies 

Hong-Kong 

British Australasia 

Philippine Islands 

Other Asia and Oceania 

British Africa ... 

All other Africa the 
Other countries _ _ 


Total value 


.. Yards 


. Dols. 


Dols. 


Grand total value of all cotton goods exported... 






































February. 

1903. 1904. 

Yards. Yards. 
835,095 280,412 

5,450 — 

10,065 27,152 
310,306 | 237,153 
2,783,021 | 1,681,763 
2,628,388 | 3,666,486 
217,335 | 488,990 
273,801 766,304 
5,357,852 3,480,281 
270,094 565,048 
1,764,442 1,686,678 
2,192,399 2,706,639 
5,033,995 2,217,636 
941,146 1,347,206 
1,085,768 | 925,274 
53,082,898 | 22,713,257 
1,810,411 1,937,974 
183,445 31,877 
133,815 7,372 
628,046 780,438 
748,299 841,508 
8,424,619 5,282,796 
585,513 1,237,671 
49,218 84,871 
89,355,691 | 52,994,786 
4,560,867 3,152,145 

Dollars. Dollars. 
166,315 151,172 
6,919 9,361 
6,022 903 
208,143 171,261 
6,918 7,010 
17,007 12,654 
348,280 377,982 
43,289 95,237 
44.090 80,233 
28,296 41,936 
42,179 35,048 
25,886 10,654 
11,216 13,559 
5,767 4,341 
22,127 13,242 
1,680 10,486 
5,845 5,578 
2,079 3,999 
1,384 281 
1,231 3,775 
74,332 66,893 
6,946 5,094 
9,761 11,075 
32,439 29,430 
2,744 916 
1,127 1,118 
1,122,022 1,163,236 
5,682,889 4,315,381 
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AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise in the 
week ended the 2nd April, were as follow:— 
Wheat... ons one coe «6208. 11d. 
Barley... _ ose .. 228, 10d. 
Oats vied ~ we aw, Se 
For further particulars see p. 42. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The report of the Queensland Secretary for Agriculture for the 
year 1902-03 contains the following observations 
with regard to the suitability of the soil of 
Queensland for the cultivation of broom millet, 
which would render the country independent of 
imported articles of brushware. 

‘‘@ueensland is weil adapted for the cultivation of this crop, 
which supplies the raw material for a greater part of the brushware 
we use; but instead of utilising this opportunity of adding to the 
income of the farm, we are content to buy from outside the State 
about 75 per cent. of the raw material. Of the total raw material 
used in Queensland in 1901, this State produced but 25 per cent. 
and in 1902 but 20 per cent.; the area under ‘crop in the two years 
being 81 acres and 42 acres respectively, the yield being 50,746 lbs. 
and 16,742 lbs. The imports of raw material in 1902 were valued 
at 1,602/.; but, in addition, we require the manufactured article, 
and found it necessary to bring in brushware to the value of 
12,9091. The statistics do not differentiate between the kinds of 
brushware, and no doubt a considerable portion of the value quoted 
included brushware made with hair; but, taking the imports from 
the other Australian States as representing the broom millet 
portion of the total imports of brushware, the value will be found 
to be 3,040/. The margin for an addition to this crop before the 
supply equals the demand is not great, but instead of importing at 
all we should be exporting. The cultivation of this crop is prac- 
tically confined to the districts of Laidley, Gatton, Dugandan, and 
the Logan, the first-named having the largest area under crop in 
1902—viz., 15 acres. ‘This plant has a value beyond that for broom- 
making, in so far that the seed is good for poultry; but buyers 
prefer to purchase with the seed on, because, unless care is exer- 
cised in stripping the seed, the marketable value of the millet is 
likely to be diminished.” 


Corn Prices. 





Cultivation of 
Broom Millet in 
Queensland. 





RHODESIA. 


The “ Rhodesia Herald” of 25th February announces that the 
results of some very interesting experiments in 
farming by irrigation in Rhodesia during the 
dry season of last year have been published 


Irrigation 
Experiments. 
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recently. The experiments were undertaken at the instance of 
the trustees of the estate of the late Mr. Rhodes, at Rhodes’ 
Matoppo farms. Wheat, oats, barley, lucerne, potatoes, grasses, 
and clover were sown, the last two in specially prepared 
beds. The wheat, oats and potatoes did extremely well. The 
crop of lucerne was an excellent one, and that of two or three 
varieties of foreign grasses equally so. Fruit culture was also 
tried, but stone fruit proved a failure. Apples, pears, oranges, and 
lemons, however, were grown in profusion. Egyptian meal was 
found to be a fine drought resister, and “quick grass” matured 
superior to any other variety of grass. Two hundred and fifty 
acres were under irrigation, and 1,000,000 galls. of water were 
sufficient for every 14 acres. Owing to the prevalence of cattle 
disease, which caused a scarcity of cattle and lack of manure, a 
great drawback was experienced. The experiments, however, will 
be continued during the coming dry season. 





SPAIN. 


With reference to the notice on p. 575 of the “ Board of Trade 

ecinnantusiens Journal ” of 24th March, a despatch has been 

ia cles received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 

Cultivation Ambassador at Madrid, forwarding translation 

' of the Bill for encouraging the cultivation of 

cotton in Spain which the Minister of Finance has been authorised 

to present to the Cortes. This translation may be seen by persons 

interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 

the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between 
‘ the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 

In the preamble to the Bill, Senor Osma states that the present 
crisis in the cotton industry is due to the rise in price of the raw 
product and to the “ corner” in cotton which has been formed in 
the principal market. In order to avoid, if possible, the recurrence 
of such a crisis or at least to mitigate its evil effects, the Govern- 
ment propose to encourage the cultivation of cotton in Spain by 
offering prizes and other inducements to agriculturists who are 
willing to undertake serious experiments in the cultivation of the 
plant. Senor Osma declares that attempts have already been 
made to grow cotton in Spain, and that the quality produced was 
satisfactory. It is proposed to constitute a Special Board or 
Committee of Agricultural Authorities and Experts to whom the 
Government will entrust the duty of examining the experimental 
areas of cotton cultivated and the produce obtained from them, 
and of conferring the prizes on the successful competitors. 
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AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


The following particulars relating to the production of cereals in 

a Austria in 1903 are taken from statistics issued 

; by the Austrian Ministry of Agriculture, repro- 
Cereals in ‘ : : é de 
eng duced in the ‘‘ Bollettino Ufficiale del Ministero 
Austria in 1903. _ ;, A ; ; 
d’Agricoltura, Industria e Commercio :— 

The area sown with oats amounts to 1,841,441 hectares; rye, 
1,814,250 hectares; barley, 1,208,501 hectares ; wheat, 1,056,338 
hectares ; maize, 333,554 hectares. 

The total yield was:—Rye, 20,615,000 metric quintals; oats, 
18,626,800 metric quintals; barley, 16,083,900 metric quintals ; 
wheat, 12,523,000 metric quintals; maize, 4,078,400 metric 
quintals. 





PARAGUAY. 
The ‘ Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) of 12th March publishes 
Cotton some information furnished by the Belgian 
Cultivation Consul at Asuncion regarding cotton cultivation 


in Paraguay, from which the following is taken. 
Cotton is indigenous to Paraguay, and has been cultivated by 
the natives for centuries; but the annual output of raw cotton 
has never exceeded 150 to 200 tons. The soil is said to be singularly 
adapted for the growth of this “staple”; Paraguay would therefore 
appear to offer special advantages to the cotton-planter, more 
especially as it is now possible to obtain good land at from 2s. 6d. 
to 5s. per hectare. But here, as in most other cotton-producing 
countries, the labour question is the crux of the difficulty. It is 
impossible to obtain more than a limited number of hands, and 
even these few work in a most erratic fashion. The natives’ 
wants are easily satisfied, and the prospect of increased wages 
does not tempt them. Until, therefore, it is possible to secure 
adequate labour, cotton cultivation, on a large scale, will be 
impossible in Paraguay. 





MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 31st March, 

Cotton Statistics. was 43,508 and the number imported during 
the 13 weeks ended the 3lst March was 

998,485. As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended 

the 3lst March, 5,466 bales, and for the 13 weeks, 167,681. 

For further details see p. 42. 
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UNITED KINGDOM—eontinued. 


The number of emigrants that left the United Kingdom during the 

month of March, 1904, was 35,163, as com- 

Emigration. pared with 38,077 during the corresponding 
month of 1903. 


For further details see p. 43. 








CANADA. 


The ‘“ Canada Gazette” of 19th March contains the text of an 
Wow Batebhi Order-in-Council, dated the 23rd February, 
lien och anee 1904, approving the set of rules, regulations 
‘ and forms made by the Commissioner of 
Patents in place of the rules and forms authorised by the Order- 
in-Council of the 27th June, 1898. 

The ‘ Gazette” containing these new rules and forms may be 
seen by persons interested on application to the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament 
Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
(Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





CAPE COLONY. 


An official notification appears in the “Cape of Good Hope 
ee ae Government Gazette” of 15th March, to the 
rere effect that on and after the 1st April, dock dues 
| will be levied upon all postal parcels above one 
pound (17.) in value landed in Cape Town. 
The charges, which will be in addition to the Customs duty and 
_ Clearance Fee, will be calculated at the following rates :-— 


On parcels over ll. and upto 5. ... 3d. 
9 99 ol. 9 102. eee 6d. 
29 ” 101. 9 201, TT ls. Od. 
2 ca | » ON: a 18.6. 
a + —_ a em &  f 
9 29 401. woe 28. Od. 





BASUTOLAND & BECHUANALAND PROTECTORATE. 


The Board of Trade have received copies of Proclamations,* dated 
24th February last, laying down regulations as 
to the working of wireless telegraphy within 
Basutoland and the Bechuanaland Protectorate. 
These Proclamations are identical in terms, and provide that :— 
‘ No person shall establish or use any apparatus or installation 


Wireless 
Telegraphy. 





* No. 5 of 1904 for Basutoland, and No. 6 of 1204 for Bechuanaland Pro- 
tectorate, 
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for the transmission of messages or other communications by 
means of electrical energy without the aid of wires and without 
having previously obtained a licence.” 

It shall be lawful for the Resident Commissioner to authorise 
the issue of a licence for either of the purposes mentioned above 
and to revoke the same at any time, and there shall be payable in 
respect of such licence the sum of 1001. 

Any person contravening the above provisions is lable, on 
conviction, to a fine or imprisonment. 





CYPRUS. 


The following table showing the value of merchandise imported 
into and exported from Cyprus. during the year 
1902, as compared with the previous year, is 
compiled from figures published in the report 
on a that Colony recently issued by the Colonial Office :— 


Trade in 1902. 































































| 
| Imports, Exports. 
Countries. 
| 4901, | 1902 1901. | 1902. 
— — ———— | | | 
| £ | £ £ 4 
United Kingdom ... | 89,555 | 61,265 71,760 85,009 
British Colonies sive] 4520 | 1,468 630 716 
Turkey | 107,371 | 167,000 36,189 40,051 
Egypt 30,443 21,742 92,616 | 71,606 
Austria 40,531 33,471 27,254. | 15,691 
France 28,285 69,649 60,683 | 41,599 
Greece 20,204 16,168 2,255 | 1,076 
Italy , | 20,539 14,343 12,414 | 6,049 
Other countries | 22,644 | 17,855 7,329 | 9,301 
| 
Totals... men £ | 364,092 402,961 | 311,130 =| 271,098 © 
EGYPT. 


In the report for the year 1903 of the Judicial Adviser to the 
Egyptian Government, published as a supple- 
ment to the “Journal Officiel” of 26th March, the | 
question of gambling transactions in “ futures’ 
is discussed, in connection with which the. 
Mixed Tribunals have given several conflicting decisions. The 
report announces that the Government have resolved, after some 
hesitation, to propose a law authorising such bargains, even though 
they should be intended by the parties to result merely in the 
payment of differences, 

The report goes on to say :—‘ The advisers of the Government 
were obviously aware that this solution of the difficulty, though 


Gambling 
Transactions in 
** Futures.” 
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one which has been adopted in France and Italy, might have 
pernicious effects here in encouraging gambling in cotton ; but, on 
the other hand, the commercial classes whom such legislation 
chiefly affects, appear to be strongly opposed both to the proscrip- 
tion of all ‘futures’—which are regarded by the majority as 
essential to commerce—and to the abandonment to the Mixed 
Tribunals of the right to discriminate, in every instance, between 
real and fictitious transactions. It need scarcely be added, how- 
ever, that the Government will cordially welcome any scheme for 
solving the problem which the ingenuity of the Commission (or 
any individual member of it) may be able to devise and which will 
at once put a stop to gambling and not cause undue prejudice to 
the interests of legitimate speculation.” 


RUSSIA. 


The following is a réswmé of an article published in the Russian 
Spirits of Wine “Industrial World” urging the importance of 
for Industrial increased manufacture of spirits of wine. 
Purposes This matter constitutes a cheap and good 
source of warmth, light and force; landowners 
and peasants will find, by its means, a new market for their potato 
harvest: the numerous private distilleries will obtain abundant 
work ; and if the cost of primary material and labour do not prove 
too great, spirits of wine will be brought into general use, both for 
lighting and for motive power. In these two respects, spirits of 
wine will compete sufficiently with mineral oil to counterbalance 
the influence of the “petroleum kings.” Manufacturers of 
machinery would do well to construct cheap motors, capable of 
‘being worked by spirits of wine. 
Russian distillers are advised to model their methods on those of 
the Germans, who have recently made immense strides in this 
industry. 








RUSSIA—POLAND. 


The French Consul-General at Warsaw, in a recent report on the 
leather industry of Poland, states that at the 
Leather Industry. present time, boot manufacturers employ mainly 
leather tanned locally, the import duties on 
ordinary foreign leather being prohibitive. The home manu- 
factured boot is generally a clumsy article, heavy and thick, and 
lacking suppleness. The need for a strong sole is not so 
absolute as in milder parts of Europe, owing to the Russian’s 
habit of covering their foot-gear with indiarubber and felt goloshes 
for outdoor use. 
There are several thriving tanneries in Russia: one at 
Warsaw has a turnover of between 320,000. and 400,000/. a year. 
There is, however, according to the Consul-General, plenty of 
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room for expansion in this industry, several manufacturers seeking 
capital to develop their business. A tannery, established a few 
years ago by some Belgians, is among the most prosperous in the 
country. 

All the leathers of better quality—box-calf, glacé kid, patent 
leather, &c.—have to be imported; they are sold at high prices. 
and are not seriously affected by the heavy duties. The Germans 
practically monopolise this trade: they have clever agents, and in 
some instances the heads of German firms pay yearly visits to 
their Russian clients. 





GERMANY. 
In the recent report on the estimates of the German Empire for 
eatin te the year 1904, received at the Foreign Office 
Colonial from H.M. Embassy at Berlin, it is noted that 
Administration the following sums are inserted in the estimates 
* as grants-in-aid from the Empire to its colonial 
possessions :— 





























Comparison with 1903. 
Colony. Amount. 
Increase. | Decrease. 
£ £ £ 
East Africa ... =v sae -_ one ---| 309,012 40,822 — 
Cameroons ... _ i a saan «| 70,240 — 8,890 
South-West Africa... aan ae ‘ae ...| 270,810 — 42,191 
New Guinea... re ‘its bad om ...| 45,375 1,250 — 
Carolines, Pelew and Marianne Islands... _ 8,420 _ 10,462 
Samoa — one ‘sn een sae | 11,722 = 7,275 
— 42,072 68,818 
‘. ~-— ad 
Total... pes ous ‘a ...| 715,629 — 26,746 
Deficits from former years— £ 
East Africa from 1900 bad 56,543 
Cameroons from 1901 + ie 72,256 
New Guinea from 1901 aa 2,833 
Samoa from 1901 ae mais 1,967 
133,599 —_ 8,375 
Grand total... io wait ...| 849,228 — 35,121 











(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,129.) 


FRANCE—MADAGASCAR. 
The ‘ Dépéche Coloniale” of the 20th March, publishes the 
subjoined particulars of the exports from 
Exports in 1903. Madagascar in 1903, as compared with the 
preceding year :— 
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? ——- ) 
Exports. 1902. | 1903 
Francs. | Francs. 
Gold ite bili uci oe hase ibis ine 4,122,612 5,848,073 
Cattle... ne sted aa sate — "es 4,401,250 2,541,785 
Indiarubber ... s er aes pr: og. 545.630 | 2,594,110 
Raphia ... ai ne fee bet ... 1,039,150 1,982,064 
Hides ... ioe ve rer adie vs a 692,841 | 1,202,477 
ee ee oe ee, es ee 
a er eee me key * ea SE) ae. Po oe 
| a ee ea a bée i: eed att 391,654 | 317,286 
Vanilla... pom es ae ‘ns ee ie 302,108 | 206,214 
Other articles ... oa sa o rm oe — | 384,754 
( Francs) 12,582,486 | 16,288,161 
Total ate ie’ siie i £ 503,299 | 651,526 


} 
} 





The exports of gold, indiarubber, hides, and raphia show an 
increase; the value of indiarubber exports is 2,000,000 francs 
greater than in 1902. This is counter-balanced by a diminution 
of nearly 2,000,000 francs in the cattle exports. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


H.M. Consul at Trieste, under date of 16th March, reported that a 
meeting was to be held shortly in Vienna by 
Austrian manufacturers of machinery, waggons, 
Technical Offices and locomotives, at which a proposal to open 
Austrian technical offices in Far Eastern Asia 
in the Far East. 
was to be presented. 

The object of such offices is to procure orders to Austrian 
traders from private persons as well as from Governments. It is 
proposed to open one of these offices in Japan, and a second at 
Tientsin. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY: BOSNIA—HERZEGOVINA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Consul-General at Sarajevo, reporting the issue 
for the of a notice by the Postal Administration of 
United Kingdom Bosnia and the Herzegovina to the effect that 
‘ from the lst March money orders would be 

granted for Great Britain and Ireland up to the sum of 1,000 
Austrian crowns (about 42/.), whereas the limit. hitherto was 
900 crowns (about 21/.). The commission charged is, as heretofore, 
25 hellers (24d.) for every 25 crowns (11. 0s. 10d.) or fraction 
thereof. 

From Great Britain and Ireland to Bosnia and the Herzegovina 
money orders up to 401. sterling will be issued. 

For money orders to the British colonies and. possessions the 
limit is 500 crowns as heretofore. 


‘ 








Proposed 
Austrian 





Money Orders 
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BULGARIA. 


According to the “ Bulletin Commercial” of 26th March, the Sofia 
Chamber of Commerce has recently instituted a 
special bureau to furnish merchants and foreign 
traders with information of every kind, principally 
on the merchandise that Bulgaria imports and exports, on customs 
tariffs and communal taxes, means of communication with 
Bulgaria, cost of transport, financial standing of commercial houses, 
&c. For the present this information will be furnished gratuitously 
to all persons seeking it. 

The ‘“ Bulletin” adds that firms already exporting to Bulgaria, 
and those desiring to establish business with that country, would 
do well to furnish the “ Bureau de renseignements de la Chambre 
de Commerce de Sofia” with their catalogues and prices, which 
will be placed at the disposal of those interested. 


BRAZIL. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
c copies of despatches from Brazil relative to the 
ocoanut Oil : . 
Trade. production and export of cocoanut oil from that 
country. 

H.M. Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro reports that cocoanut 
oil has never been exported from Rio, owing to the scarcity of 
cocoanut palms in the vicinity, and the difficulty and expense 
of transportation from the interior. The little that reaches Rio 
from the interior is used locally in the manufacture of soaps. 

The Acting British Consul at Bahia reports that no cocoanut 
oil is exported from that district, that which is made being purely 
for local purposes. 

H.M. Consul at Para reports that although oil of Andiroba, 
Brazil nut, Tonca bean, Ucunba, Xc., are produced in his district, 
the cocoanut palm exists but in small quantities, and is not culti- 
vated extensively enough to be of any use to commerce. 

A report by the Acting British Consul at Pernambuco states 
that there has been no export of cocoanut oil from that 
district because the cocoanut furms a considerable part of the 
food supply of the country, and, as such, fetches a higher price 
than its product in oil for lubricating purposes. The value of 
cocoanuts in Rio de Janeiro, Santos, Sad Paulo, Paré and Manaos 
is far in excess of the price at which they could be bought in the 
United Kingdom, and a considerable amount is exported from 
Penedo, Maceio, Parahyba, Pernambuco, Rio Grande do Norte, 
and even from Ceara to those native markets. 

The Acting Consul adds that there is no manufacture of cocoa- 
nut or palm nut oil in his district. 


Bureau of 
Information. 
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Apr. 7; 
STATISTICAL TABLES. 
Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 15 Weeks ended 3lst March, 1904. Retur 
Week ended 13 Weeks Week ended 15 Weeks 
ended ‘ ended 
eed 31st Mar., 31st M 3lst Mar., 81st M 
1904 st Mar., 1904 st Mar., 
° 1904. ' 1904. 
IMPORTS. EXxpPokrs, ' . 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
. No. No. No. N 
American ... eee - 20,468 733,433 4,519 116,580 
Brazilian eee eee ee 4,844 51,608 ene 2,652 
East Indian ... eee ee 5,642 43,150 563 15,246 
Egyptian... ove o 10,428 158,278 270 30,328 a 
Miscellaneous om on 2,126 12,016 114 2,875 
zotal swe ove eee 43,508 998,485 5,466 167,681 
| English 
Scotch 
Corn Prices. ne 
Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors Total 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 2nd April, 1904, and Foreign 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn ations 
Returns Act, 1882. ting 
Average Price, ® _ 
Total 
ing 
Wheat, Bariey. Oats 
F | & d, a ¢& s. 4, English 
Week ended 2nd April, 1904 wi =a ee 22 10 16 6 
Scotch 
Corresponding week in— high 
1897 ... ove eee eon oe oe 22 8 22 7 16 6 
1898 see eee eee eee eee eee 35 2 $7 O 17 ll Total 
1899 ece eee eee eee eee ees 24 7 25 l 16 ll 
1900 eee ese eee eee eee eee 25 10 24 10 17 2 Foreign 
1901 see eee eee eee eee eee 26 3 25 3 18 0 Nati: 
bes ..09. vie) ae eee, ae es ae 2s din 
1903 eee eee eee eee eee eee 25 3 22 6 17 0 
Total 
* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of Total 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any os 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight a. 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial bs 


pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


* 
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Return of the Numbers, Nationalities, and *Destinations of the Passengers that 
left the United Kingdom for Places out of Europe during the Month ended 
31st March, 1904, and the tnree Months ended 3lst March, 1904, compared with the 


corresponding periods of the previous Year. 











Emigration.—March, 1904. 


























































BRitTisH EMPIRE. FoREIGN COUNTRIES. 
7% : | a | | Total 
3 — : 8 So «| ; | for 
a= a} ons n 
i | £ g a § bs a ¢ 8 5 | corres- 
Nationality. | FS aa as gd SS ees 2 | ; 52 Grand | ponding 
e< | ‘as =< Sb go z 4 Total. on Sod | Total. | Total. | Period 
aa i oe | ae | we PO" 2) 3 Og of 
B | 3s 8 a | & E 2 | 1903. 
| & gia | P 5 | | 
om } <F | 
Month ended 3lst March. 
English 7,172 587 | 1,425 243 | 289 | 9,666 | 4,393 | 422 | 4,815 | 14,481 | 15,129 
Scotch 1,489 75 361 42 : 17 | 1,984 972,  55| 1,027} 38,011 | 2,787 
Trish exe uae 261 47 87 5 400 1,968 | 21 1,989 2,389 2,244 
| | 
| | } 

Total of British origin. 8,922 659 1,873 290 | 306 | 12,050 7,333 498 7,831 | 19,881 | 20,160 
Foreigners 3,402 10 286 13; 14] 3,725 | 11,097 156 | 11,183 | 14,908 | 17,394 
Nationalities not dis- | 

tinguished .,,, 4 58 | 154 216 10 148 158 374 523 
Total 12,328 669 | 2,159 $61 474] 15,991 | 18,370 802 | 19,172 | 35,163 | 38,077 
Total for correspond- | 

ing period, 1903 12,830 | 672 | 4,084 248 | 454 | 18,288 | 19,109 680 | 19,789 | 38,077 

Three Months ended 3lst March. 
English 10,053 | 1,985 | 4,792 907 | 1,075 | 18,812} 9,949] 1,379 | 11,328 | 30,140 | 33,946 
Scotch 1,697 | 355} 1,058 121 79| 3,310! 2,016 196} 2,212 | 5,522] 5,374 
Irish £83 | 152 | 263 24 14| 836} 3,187 61 | 3,198 | 4,034 | 4,193 
_ | | 

Total of British origin. | 12,123 | 2,492 6,113 1,052 1,168 | 22,958 | 15,102 1,636 | 16,738 | 39,696 | 43,503 
Foreigners 5,340 33 1,895 42 40 | 6,850 | 19,978 | 392 | 20,370 | 27,220 | 33,414 
Nationalities not dis- | 

tinguished ... es 6 | 1 | 322 587 916 | 62 554 616 1,532 | 1,664 

| | a 

Total 17,479 | 2526 | 7,508| 1,416) 1,795 | 30,724 | 35,142 | 2,582 | 37,724 | 68,448 | 78,581 
Total for correspond- | 

ing period, 1903 19,889 2,586 | 14,546 1,264 1,806 | 40,091 36,180 2,310 | 38,490 | 78,581 | 






















































































































* The destinations given are, in all cases, based on the ports at which the passengers contracted to land. 


Norr.—The above figures being made up at the earliest possible date after the close of each month, are subject to 


correction in the Annual Returns. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of February, 1904, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost of ls. per copy, either 
directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, E.C., 
and 82, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, 
Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the tact that the “ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1902, in two 
volumes, may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 11d. for the first, 
and 5s. for the second volume, at any of the addresses 
enumerated above. ‘This publication, which contains much more 
detailed and exhaustive information than can be given in the 
Monthly Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1898-1902, 
and detailed statements of imports and exports of each article 
(from and to each country), and in the second volume details 
as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, 
and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 
16th of each month. The following are among the more im- 
portant articles which appeared in the number issued on the 
16th March:—State of the Labour Market in February; 
Fatal Accidents to Workpeople in 1903; Wages in the United 
States in 1890-1900; Recent Labour Legislation in New Zealand ; 
Co-operative Credit Associations; German Labour Colonies in 
1903; Legal Cases affecting Labour; Reports on Employment in 
the Principal Industries, &c., &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series issued 
since the last number of the “‘ Board of Trade Journal.” 


No. 3,126. Finances of Greece for 1903. 


Summary of events 1901-03. As regards the public debt, 
Prosperity of country increas- the control by an Internationa! 
ing steadily, if not rapidly. Commission of the Assigned 
Gradual development of rail- Revenues continues to produce 
ways, agriculture, and other results fairly satisfactory to the 


sources of wealth. creditors. 











Apr: 7; 1904. ] 





THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 45 





Government Publications. 





——— 


Tables of revenue and ex- 
penditure, imports, and ex- 
ports. e 

Details of currant industry. 

Tabulated statements. of 
customs, taxes, &c. 


Trade of Greece’ with 
principal countries. 

Fluctuations of exchange. 

Abstract of national balance 
sheet. 


No. 3,127. Foreign Trade of Tientsin, 1900-03. 


General importance as a 
trade centre: second port in 
China. Value of its total trade 
only surpassed by ‘that of 
Shanghai, and net total of 
foreign imports exceeds that of 
Shanghai. 

Plan of Tientsin in 1908, 
showing settlements of different 
nationalities. 

Improvements instituted by 
river conservancy ; when com- 
pleted, total distance to the 
sea—originally 51 miles—will 


have been reduced to 37 
miles. 

Account of Imperial Rail- 
ways of North China. 

Peculiar condition of local 
money market, 

Trade conditions. Return 
showing value of total trade, 
1899-1902. Comparative tables 
of imports during same period. 

Details of opium, cotton and 
woollen trade. 

Export, customs and _ ship- 
ping returns. 


No. 3,182. Trade of Samoa for 1903. 


Customs tariff. 

Currency and exchange. 

Land values. 

Serious decline in price of 
copra, at present the only im- 
portant Samoan export. Value 
exported in 1902, 94,0001. ; in 
1903, 70,0001. 


Details of cacao cultivation. 


Large capitalists have the ad- 
vantage in this industry. 
Labour question of growing 
importance: imported labour 
an absolute necessity. 
Import and export tables. 
Possibility of developing cul- 
ture of indiarubber. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Reports from the following British Colonies have been issued 
since the last number of the “‘ Board of Trade Journal,” viz. :— 


Bahamas. 
No. 414. Jamaica. 
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LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


THE following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
lst January, 1904, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 








No, Place. Price|| No. Place, Price 
EUROPE— Italy: 
Belgium : 3120 | Italy: Finances ...1903| 13d. 
3125 | Antwerp: Shipping and 3118 | South Italy ooo gp | OMe 
Navigation ... ---1903} 1d, 
3116 | Belgium: Finances and Russia : 
Commerce in 1902 and 3128 | Odessa ... , ...1902| 24d. 
Budget Estimates for 1904| 2d. || 3115 | Rostov-on-Don ee a 
Sweden : 
Denmark : 3123 | Sweden ++» 1902-04) lid, 
3113 | Denmark (Supplemen- 
tary) ... . ...1902) 4d. AFRICA— 
3119 | Denmark (Financial 3122 | Alexandria ... ...1902| 2d. 
condition) 1}d.|| 3121 | Egypt ... —.... 1887-1902) 24d. 
France and French Colonies: AMERICA, NORTH— 
3117 | Indo-China »»1902) 1d. Mexico: 
3130 | Nantes ... ove .-.-1903) 1d. || 3112 | Mexico... +0.1902| 23d. 
German Empire and Colonies : 
3129 | Estimates of the German AMERICA, SOUTH— 
Empire ...1904| 1d. Argentina. 
601 | Technical Instruction in 3131 | Argentine Finances, 1902-03} 13d. 
Germany : Special Schools 
and Courses for Mechan- Chile : * 
ical Engineering and 3124 | Coquimbo id. 
Electro-Technics ... | 43d. 
602 | Textile Technical Schools in Colombia : 
Germany: Development 3114 | Colombia 23d. 
of the Textile Industries...| 5d. 
603 | Technical Schools in Ger- ASIA— 
many for Special Branches China: 
of the Metal Industries ...| 3d. || 3127 | Tientsin 1900-03) 63d. 
Greece : PACIFIC ISLANDS— 
Greece : Finances 7d. || 3132 | Samoa ... 1903) 1d. 
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Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 
1904, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 








No. 


— 


bo 











Price. 
EUROPE— 
Denmark : 

Agreement between the Post Office of the United Kingdom 

and the Post Office of Denmark for the penile of dase 

parcels oe a ios “ ae 3d. 

Italy : 

Agreement between the United Kingdom and Italy pro- 

viding for thé settlement by arbitration of certain classes 

of questions which may arise ... ose one eee id. 

Spain : 

Agreement between the United Kingdom and Spain pro- 

viding for the Settlement by arbitration of certain classes 

of questions which may arise... id. 

AMERICA, NORTH— 
United States of America : 

Convention between the United States and Hong Kong for 

the establishment of a parcel post service ... ld, 
Convention respecting Payment of Light and Harbour Dues 

by vessels of the United States in Zanzibar... id. 











COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued 
since lst January, 1904, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottis- 
woode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 





























Annual. 
No. Place. Price. 
413 British Guiana 3d. 
— Cyprus PR 
Bahamas ies . 2d. 
414 | Jamaica... bee ee + : aaa. 
Miscellaneous. 
No. Place. Price, 
26 Northern Nigeria. Report on Mineral and Vegetable 

Products... pee ost shes ses ial ~ ond 2d. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH» 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


Beals Mi if 


Bo OAS AIA AS 0a 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Bo: 
of Trade was established in 1899, in consequence of a report. by a Depa y 
mental Committee, with a view to meet the constantly increasing demand 
for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as jf 
can be met by Government action. It is intended to be a centre at which 
information on all subjects of commercial interest shall be collected ang) 
focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it is the duty — 


: 


2 
L 


nor agit 


tsired. 


SPP wins! 


of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford information in” & 
reply to all enquiries on commercial matters which may be addressed to - 


it, whether written or verbal. = 
The office is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street,” 
London, S.W., and (subject to the Comptroller-General of the Commercial, 
Statistical, and Labour Departments of the Board of Trade) is under the 
direction of Mr. T. Worthington. The Intelligence Branch endeavours, ~ 
on application being made to it either personally or by letter, to supply” 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial™ 
Statistics: Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs, Excise and 
“Consumption ”’ Uuties: Port, Harbour, and Tonnage Dues, and other” 
Charges on Shipping: Customs Regulations: Consular Fees: Forms of 
Certificates of Origin: Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers?® 
Trading Licences: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender; 
Foreign and Colonial Bounties: Lists of firms abroad engaged im 
particular lines of business in different localities, &c., &c. d 
In consequence of the transfer of the Imperial Institute to the Board 
of Trade from the beginning of last year, the work formerly carried on by 
the Commercial Intelligence Offices of the Imperial Institute is now com 
ducted by the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade” 
Pending the transfer of the headquarters of this Branch from Westminster” 
to the City, verbal enquiries may be addressed to the Branch through the” 
Temporary Enquiry Office at 49, Hastcheap, E.C. s 
The Commercial Intelligence Branch is also in communication with” 
the Imperial Institute at South Kensington, of which Professor Wyndham 
Dunstan, F.R.S., has been appointed director by the Board of Trade 
Among the branches of work in charge of Professor Dunstan are the” 
scientific investigation of the economic products of the British Empire) 
with a view to their commercial utilisation, and the superintendence of” 
the arrangement and classification of the Collections of these products” 
which are exhibited at the Institute. From time to time samples and™ 
specimens of raw and manufactured products will be shown in the sample” 


es 


room at the City Branch. ig 

The “Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through” 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch and ~ 
intended for general information is conveyed to the public. The” 
“ Journal” is.now issued weekly at the price of ld. Supplements to the 
“Board of Trade Journal” are issued quarterlv, under the title of the” 
“Imperial Institute Bulletin,” containing information and reports beat” 
ing on the work carried out in the Imperial Institute at South Kensington. 
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